ICRISAT (International Crop Research Institute for the SemiArid Tropics) Groundnut Project. Germplasm was evaluated under various groundnut rosette disease pressures by aphid transmission for resistance and yield. During this evaluation period the mean disease incidence under high groundnut rosette disease pressure for ICG 12991 was 4.5%, while the susceptible controls, 'JL24' and 'Malimba', were 95%. JL24 is an early-maturing, high-yielding commercial cultivar that began replacing Malimba in 2000. Subsequently, ICG 12991 was selected for on-station and on-farm trials based on its yield potential and resistance to groundnut rosette disease.
In trials conducted in Malawi at four research stations (Baka, Chitedze, Chitala, and Makoka) in the 1998-1999 season and three research stations (Chitedze, Chitala, and Makoka) in the 1999-2000 season, ICG 12991 gave higher levels than JL24 (12 and 13%, respectively). Groundnut rosette disease was negligible in both seasons at the on-station sites. On-farm trials were conducted in different agro-ecological regions of Malawi. In trials at 12 sites during the 1998-1999 growing season, ICG 121991 gave yields equal to JL24. There was no groundnut rosette disease pressure during the 1998-1999 growing season. However at ten sites during the 1999-2000 growing season, the groundnut rosette disease incidence was 19% in JL24, but only 3% in ICG 12991, resulting in a 59% higher yield for ICG 12991 than for JL24.
ICG 12991 was introduced into Uganda in 1997 for yield and groundnut rosette disease resistance evaluation. In Uganda, the performance of ICG 12991 was compared to Red Beauty, a cultivar susceptible to groundnut rosette disease, and Serenut 2, a medium duration cultivar (130-140 d to mature) that is resistant to groundnut rosette disease. At six test sites over three seasons (1999) (2000) (2001) , ICG 12991 gave a mean yield 6% higher than Serenut 2 and 55% higher than Red Beauty. During the 3-yr evaluation period the incidence of groundnut rosette disease averaged approximately 1% in ICG 12991, 48% in Red Beauty, and 0% in Serenut 2.
ICG 12991 has a sequential branching pattern averaging 4.5 primary branches and 2.5 secondary branches. ICG 12991 produces small two-seeded pods with thin shells, a slight to medium constriction, and a slight to medium reticulation. 
